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Quick Card:  

misty of chincoteague 

Reference 
Misty of Chincoteague.  Marguerite Henry. (1947)  

ISBN: 978-1416927839 

Plot 
Paul and Maureen Bibee work diligently to earn the money necessary to buy 

the famous Phantom and her colt at the yearly pony auction on Chincoteague 

Island.     

Setting 

 

 Coastal Virginia 

 Assateague and Chincoteague Islands 

 In the childhood of Paul and Maureen Beebe 

 During the yearly running of the ponies on the island 

Characters 

 

 Paul Beebe and Maureen Beebe, siblings who work to buy Misty 

 Grandpa Beebe and Grandma Beebe, their guardians 

 The Fire Chief 

 Mr. Foster and Freddy 

 Wyle Maddox 

 Kim Horsepepper 

 The Phantom 

 Misty 

 The Colt 

 The Pied Piper 

Conflict 
Man vs. Nature 

Man vs. Man 

Man vs. Self 

Theme 

Work Ethic/Diligence/Determination 

Coming of Age 

Self-Sacrificial Love/Self-Denial 

Relationship between Beauty and Freedom 

The Dominion Mandate 

 

 

http://www.centerforlit.com/


 

©2016 The Center for Literary Education  www.centerforlit.com  

  

Literary Devices 

 

Onomatopoeia – the wind hissed, spat, was crackling; the thunder 

rumbled 

 

Imagery:   

Metaphor:  “The sea became a wildcat…”(11) 

Simile:  Phantom ran “like the sea mews that soared overhead.”(151) 

Personification:  “the galleon shuddered” 

The ship has “ribs”(11) and “bones”(11, 23) 

 

Anthropomorphism – ascribing human qualities to animals 

Ie:  Misty speaks (158) 

 

Symbolism:  the ocean symbolizes nature free and untamed 

 

Foreshadowing:  Bob Watson’s boy was the first to try and gentle a 

wildhorse – usuccessfully (37) 

“…even in her gentleness there was a wilding look in her eye, as if only 

her body…”(150) 
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