
©2016 The Center for Literary Education www.centerforlit.com 

Quick Card:  

Wilfrid Gordon Mcdonald 

Partridge 

Reference 
Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge.   Fox, Mem. (1991) 

ISBN:  978-0613511971 

Plot 
When Wilfrid learns that his elderly friend Miss Nancy has lost her memory, he 

sets out to find it. 

Setting A neighborhood home situated across the street from a retirement home. 

Characters 

 Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge – a small child who lives next door to

a retirement home

 Mrs. Jordan – elderly resident of the home who plays the organ

 Mr. Hoskings – elderly resident who tells scary stories

 Mr. Tippet –resident who is “crazy about cricket!”

 Miss Mitchell –resident who has trouble getting around.

 Mr. Drysdale – has a “voice like a giant”

 Miss Nancy Alison Delacourt Cooper – Wilfrid’s best friend at the home.

She is losing her memory.

 Wilfrid’s parents – who pity Miss Nancy

Conflict 
Man vs. Nature 

Man vs. Self 

Theme 

The universality of the human experience which connects the generations 

The ingenuity of children 

The value of the individual regardless of age 

The value of love and friendship 
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Literary Devices 

Rhyme 

Understatement (Litotes) 

Symbolism 

Sensory language 

Irony 
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