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READING QUIZ: The Scarlet Letter 

Choose a passage from today’s reading assignment and write a 3-sentence quotation that 
discusses the thematic significance of character development in the story. Remember, a 3-
sentence quotation includes the following elements: 

• A “set-up sentence,” which describes the situation in which the quotation occurs and
makes brief reference to the prompt, question, or assignment,

• A direct quotation from the story, enclosed in quotation marks and followed by
author/page-style citation at the end of the sentence but before final punctuation, and

• A “follow-up” sentence, in which you explain how the quotation answers the prompt,
question, or assignment.

Hawthorne portrays Hester’s sin as being personified in Pearl. 

But it was a remarkable attribute of this garb, and, indeed of the child’s 
whole appearance, that it irresistibly and inevitably reminded the beholder of 
the token which Hester Prynne was doomed to wear upon her bosom. It was 
the scarlet letter in another form; the scarlet letter endowed with life! The 
mother herself…had carefully wrought out the similitude; lavishing many 
hours of morbid ingenuity to create an analogy between the object of her 
affection and the emblem of her guilt and torture. But, in truth, Pearl was the 
one as well as the other; and only in consequence of that identity had Hester 
contrived so perfectly to represent the scarlet letter in her appearance. 
(Hawthorne 103) 

Though a constant reminder of Hester’s shameful indiscretion, Pearl, the object of 
her mother’s fierce affection, likewise embodies the comfort of God’s consoling 
grace.  

SCORE/GRADE: 


